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REMOTE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES — CLOSURES 

908. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s intention to shut down more than half of the state’s remote Aboriginal communities. 
(1) On what basis did the Premier decide that half had to be shut? Was it population, distance from a main 

centre, accommodation capacities—anything? 
(2) Of the 150 communities that the Premier has told media outlets he wants to close over the next 

two years, is Balgo one of those communities? 
(3) The Premier stated yesterday that many communities have 15 or fewer people. How many communities 

have 15 or fewer people? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) Over 100 communities collectively accommodate around 500 people—over 100 for 500 people. That 

would mean an average size across those of about five people per community. The government has not 
identified any single community that will close — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The assertion the member for Victoria Park made was incorrect, as was the assertion — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Why do you keep talking about Balgo then? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: So, there is a reality out there. The commonwealth has ceased its funding, apart from the 
$90 million, if you like, termination payment towards that funding. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you; member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is a problem I would much rather not have, as would the ministers involved — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, this is just ridiculous. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members for Collie–Preston and Wanneroo, I call you both to order for the first time. 
Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a problem that I do not want and the government does not want, but it is a reality. 
There are something like 274 Aboriginal communities in Western Australia—I think 150 or so of those are in the 
Kimberley itself—and they are not viable. They are not viable and they are not sustainable. 

Mr F.M. Logan: The commonwealth has walked away from its obligations, and you should have tried to fight 
them. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn — 

Mr F.M. Logan: It’s true. 

The SPEAKER: Right; I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: How many reports do we have to have? How many editorials? How many researched 
articles do we have to have and read before we actually deal with the situation? In those communities — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: These communities—I think it was called the homelands policy or to that effect—were 
initiated by the commonwealth government in previous years to encourage people to go back into their country. 
I do not identify any one particular community. Some, no doubt, work well and there are amicable family 
situations; others do not. Some of the larger ones do not work all that well, in addition. The member for 
Victoria Park mentioned Balgo. Balgo has over 500 people, but it has basically, for the last three months, had 
almost a mini civil war. They have been fighting with each other and fighting people from up on the plateau and 
down on the plateau. They have been fighting virtually every day for the last three months. If the opposition 
thinks that is a functional, good community for children to grow up in, I think I have a slightly different view. 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not interested in the Leader of the Opposition’s view. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Cockburn! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Mr M. McGowan: Bill Hassell-like. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Bill Hassell-like? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a situation that the government will have to deal with. I am up-front on issues. I will 
make it very clear, as I have done quite deliberately to the people of Western Australia, that we face a huge and 
difficult problem. We have 274 communities, and probably at least 100 or more are not viable. It is not that they 
are not viable or sustainable in a simple economic sense — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: A pastoral lease sense, for example? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Useless, useless. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The government has not made any decision on any community, but this issue is upon us. 
We will have to work through a very difficult issue with those communities, the local governments in the area 
and various government support services and the like. As I was saying before I was interrupted, how many 
more — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not want any more interjections. I have spent more time on my feet than members who 
have asked or answered questions. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, how many reports, editorials and researched articles do we need to see and read 
about low levels of health and education, unacceptably high levels of infant mortality, domestic violence, neglect 
and the sexual and physical abuse of children? How many more reports do opposition members need to read to 
realise that these communities are unsustainable and that what is happening in many of them must be addressed? 
That is the government’s responsibility. All we hear from members opposite are cheap little interjections. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the members for North West Central and Cockburn for the second time and I call the 
member for West Swan for the third time. Have you finished, Premier? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have barely had a chance, Mr Speaker, but I will be brief. 

For everyone who is interested or has a role in this, I am foreshadowing that a number of communities are 
inevitably going to close. The number will be reduced. I just said we are probably talking about 100 at least. 
There are no economic or employment opportunities and there is no work out there. How can these young 
children grow up happy and healthy with a proper education and a chance in life? We cannot walk away from 
that, as difficult as it might be. As easy as it might be for opposition members to throw in the one-liners and the 
cheap shots, I, as Premier, and the Liberal–National government will not walk away from these issues, as 
difficult as they might be. We will not do that. There will be a host of measures involved. For example, we will 
provide reliable access to the major Aboriginal communities by sealing the roads. That will be immensely 
expensive, but we need to do things such as that so that we can provide some economic opportunities and so that 
medical care providers, police and teachers can be in those communities and they can be safe. I do not have the 
answers and I do not suggest for a moment that this will be easy, but it is a great social challenge for our 
community and we have to work our way through it. The opposition can stay on that side of the chamber and 
throw rocks and be negative, or they can be a part of what is a social need in this state. 
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